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NEWS RELEASE

Getting an MBA is de rigueur in the Middle East

26 January 2006, Singapore - The MBA is the fastest growing and most sought after
postgraduate qualification globally. This prevalent growing demand in the Middle East can be
attributed to the booming industries such as IT, knowledge management, tourism, banking and
finance and consulting.

"The amount of investment in these areas is substantially on the rise - given the government
effort to promote these non-oil sectors. All of these are key areas where MBA graduates are
recruited by companies, " explained Biren Patel, a researcher with World MBA organisation.

According to Patel, it is widely perceived that the "value" of an executive with an MBA is a bonus.
"The Gulf Countries are no exception. Since the market is highly unspecific and non-structured
(not regulated), the statistics of this are hard to determine.”

Nonetheless, some top MBA schools have expressed interest in the region and this implies that
there will be more applicants there.

"There is a strong correlation between the increasing bond within the business community in the
Gulf countries and the growth of MBA applicants in this region," Patel commented.

Residents in the UAE can do an MBA at a number of universities in their own country. However,
Patel also found that distance learning from many universities abroad is a preferred choice for
people.

The MBA from the University of Wales will empower students with a superb grounding in a broad
range of business-related subjects which are relevant to today's knowledge-based economy.
Graduates will be able to employ the concepts that underpin modern management. They will also
gain the skills needed to promote and develop a conducive management culture.

Fully delivered through the Internet via PurpleTrain.com, this MBA is ideal for today’s
professionals who want to further their qualifications in a flexible manner, with minimal disruptions
to their work, travels and other commitments.

PurpleTrain.com provides the richest set of flexible, easy-to-use, and pedagogically sound
teaching and learning tools. Facilities such as online discussion boards and chats are designed to
foster a conducive learning environment. Each candidate’s performance is tracked through the
frequency of their participation in the various online tools.

For more information about the MBA programme, please visit www.informaticsgroup.com or
www.purpletrain.com

About PurpleTrain.com

PurpleTrain.com, the global e-Learning provider, started out as Asia's first e-Learning provider in 1999. It is
the largest e-Learning provider outside the United States, with over 72,000 e-users, and offers Business, IT
education and Health Sciences programmes, corporate training courses and education-related services.
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PurpleTrain.com firmly supports continuous lifelong learning and provides students from all over the world
with access to internationally renowned courses anytime, anywhere with minimal disruptions to their work
and other obligations, and without having to leave home.

By combining innovative technology with world-class training content, PurpleTrain.com offers companies
and individuals a high value, quality and effective online training solution. Its online courses range from
Master and Bachelor degree programmes to diplomas and certificates, ranging from technical level to
management level to cater for the varied needs of corporations and professionals.

About Informatics Group

Informatics Holdings Ltd is a multinational corporation providing lifelong learning services in information
technology and business management. Informatics currently has 300 centres worldwide and a global
network spanning more than 50 countries and its wholly-owned subsidiary NCC Education in UK has 300
centres in 45 countries. The Group offers programmes from O/A levels (for international students), diploma
to undergraduate and postgraduate degree completions. It has the most awards among Private Education
Organisations (PEO) in Singapore, including the Singapore Brand Awards 2002 and 2003, the Singapore
Quality Class for Private Education Organisations (SQC for PEO) and certification for the ISO 9001: 2000
standards. These were followed by the Golden Brand Award in September 2005 and CaseTrust for
Education in July 2005. Informatics with the most number of international government scholars is also the
only PEO in Singapore with employees awarded the National Excellent Service Award (EXSA) for two
consecutive years (2004-2005). For more information, please visit www.informaticsgroup.com

For more information, please contact:

Yap Wai Lian
PR & Marketing Manager, Higher Education
Informatics Group

DID: (65) 6580 4286
Email: wlyap@informaticsgroup.com



